Love That Dog

By Sharon Creech

Love that Dog, by Newbery Award author Sharon Creech, is a rare find for children and adults alike.  It is about a boy named Jack and his dog Sky and how his teacher, Miss Stretchberry, guides his acceptance of loss and his appreciation of poetry through a writing journal.  In this unit, students will learn to use the comprehension strategies of text to self and visualization, the writing strategy of response theory, to understand the literary element of free verse, and have many opportunities to experiment with word choice.  Additionally, students will develop oral communication skills, learn about the spell checker, and make posters about caring for pets.  Students will have an opportunity to read different types of poetry written by classic and contemporary authors and to write their own poems.  

We suggest you being with the whole class Author Study about Sharon Creech to make the connection between Love That Dog and other books by Ms. Creech.  Follow with the center activities.  Some activities are best used before (B) reading the book, some during (D) the reading and some after (A) you have completed reading Love That Dog.  Some activities can be used whenever you feel they are most appropriate (BDA.)
Teacher Directed
Bulletin Board Reflection
On a bulletin board make the following graph

	Months in the Book
	What Jack Learned
	Weeks of this Month
	What I am Learning

	September
	
	1
	

	October
	
	
	

	November
	
	2
	

	December
	
	
	

	January
	
	3
	

	February
	
	
	

	March
	
	4
	

	April
	
	
	

	May
	
	
	

	June
	
	
	


Help the students realize what Jack learned the months of September and October.  Work as a class on your perceptions of what Jack has learned about poetry.  Write the class perceptions on recipe cards.  For September, the class may come to the conclusion that Jack learned:

	His teacher felt  both girls and boys can write poetry.

	Poetry form looks different from prose.


For October, the class may come to the conclusion that Jack learned:

	Jack can write poetry.

	A student can learn to write poetry by reading poetry.

	Poetry can sound good to the ear.

	Poetry can be shared with others.


Divide the class into eight different groups and have them write what Jack learned.  Each group represents a different month from November through June.  Each group will share their findings with the class.  This activity helps students reflect and document what Jack learned.  Students can visually seeing how Jack grew in his appreciation of poetry.

The next two columns of the bulletin board are the students’ reflection on what they learned.  At the end of a school week, have students reflect on what they have learned.  Students can do this individually, with a partner, or in small groups.  Reflective learning helps students recognize their learning growth.  These reflections also help you as a teacher see how students are making those learning connections.

Comprehension Strategy:  Text to Self

As most of us have had a special pet Love That Dog is an excellent opportunity to high light the comprehension strategy text to self.  Explain to the students good readers think about how the things that happen in a book remind them of things that happen in their lives.  Read a selection from the book and stop to say, “this reminds me of…..”, “I had a dog once who …….”  If this is your students first experience with this strategy, you need to just model it as you read the book, but if the students have heard you give text to self examples at other times, you might encourage the students to contribute their own connections to the story.  Use sticky notes to mark the pages where you want to stop and tell your own text to self memory or example.  Give the students sticky notes so they can mark their books.  Have them write a couple of words on the sticky note to remind them of what they want to say during discussion.


Read more about the text to self comprehension strategy at The Reading Lady at <http://www.readinglady.com/Comprehension/Text_To_Self/text_to_self.html> You can download a poster of the text to self strategy at Ready to Print Resources to Accompany Mosaic and Strategies That Work at <http://www.geocities.com/smilecdg/comprehe.html> or make your own using a word processor.  Display the poster in the Library Center.
Literary Element:  Free Verse
Love That Dog is an excellent way to introduce the style of poetic writing called free verse.  Free verse poetry is patterned by speech and images rather than by regular metrical schemes and rhyming words.  The author has the freedom to use visual and sound effects to add surprise, meaning, symmetry, repetition, or simply for fun. Lines can also be shortened for speed, or divided into groups of words or syllables to slow down the reading.  Newbery Award winning book, Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse, is written in free verse.
Broken Promise
It rained
A little
Everywhere
But here.
March 1935
In Love that Dog, Sharon Creech uses sound effects very effectively.  Jack particularly likes repetition.  Look on pages 8 (tiger tiger), 9 (beat-beat-beating), 26 - 27 (bark-bark-barking, Me me, thank you thank you thank you), 35 (pop-pop-popping), 46 (thank you thank you thank you), 53 (No. No, no, no, no no.), 55 (very very very very) 62 (sorting sorting sorting, really really), 67 (taptaptaptaptap).  Look on pages 68, 69, 70, 71, 75, 82, and.83, for additional examples of repetition.

Some of the visual effects Jack uses are patterned after the spacing techniques used by Arnold Adoff in Street Music.  Look at Jack’s entry for February 15th.  
Poems and Poets Referred to in Love That Dog
Share the following web sites with your students.  
· William Carlos Williams http://www.onlinepoetryclassroom.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=120 this includes a biography and links to his poetry including The Red Wheelbarrow.

· Robert Frost http://www.onlinepoetryclassroom.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=196 

· Stopping By the Woods on a Snowy Evening http://www.internal.org/view_poem.phtml?poemID=103
· The Pasture http://www.internal.org/view_poem.phtml?poemID=106 

· Arnold Adoff Love Letters http://www.arnoldadoff.com/ 
· The Apple by S.C.Rigg, a pseudonym for Sharon Creech, is explained on the web site Inspiration for Love That Dog http://sharoncreech.co.uk/inspri.asp.  But, if you are looking for other shape poems, I suggest Splish Splash by Joan Bransfield Graham http://www.joangraham.com/  and Doodle Dandies by J. Patrick Lewis.    

· Online Concrete Poetry http://www.gardendigest.com/concrete/cvpindex.htm 
· Wrighting Poetry http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/aero/wright/teachers/wfomanual/langarts/poem.html
· Walter Dean Myers http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/authors/myer.html Meet the Author http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmr/mtai/wdmyers.html 
· Valerie Worth www.ncte.org/elem/Poetry/Worth.pdf 
· William Blake http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=117 
· Tyger from Songs of Innocence and Experience copy 1789, 1794   http://www.tate.org.uk/britain/exhibitions/blakeinteractive/works/songs_06.html 

Response Theory  
Miss Stretchberry uses a writing strategy in her classroom called the Response Theory.  Fountas and Pinnell describe this as a method to get students to think about what they are reading and suggest that response journals help students dig deeper into understanding what they are reading.

Passing notes in class is a writing activity students have done for years and present day students spend hours electronically passing notes through e-mail.  Teachers can use this communication idea in the form of the notes, e-mails, journals (where the teacher and students can communicate with one another) or sticky notes.  Keep in mind students should not be required to write a page long report.  The correspondence may be only one or two lines in the beginning of interactive communication.  Sticky notes and e-mails are traditionally short, but the note paper and journal paper should only be a fourth to a half a page.   You do not want students over whelmed by a large piece of white paper.  Keep the correspondence so students, teacher and parents can see the “written conversation.”

Oral communication is usually the first step in writing.  Orally you can see how students think or what will stimulate their thinking.  In your classroom discussion groups, the teacher works at allowing the discussion to flow.  Nanci Atwell
 suggests that we think of the discussion groups as family and friends sitting around the dining room table talking about the books that they have read.  They are making connections between the book and their personal lives, how they perceive it fits in the world events, or how the book relates to other books, stories, movies, TV, etc.  In order for the conversation to flow, the opinions of the readers need to be respected.  Teachers need to model discussion techniques.  If your students have not participated in discussion groups before, start with evaluative questions like “What did you think about…” or “I was interested in _______.  Do some of you know about this?”  The questions need to be open-ended which means there is no one right answer.  Lindfors suggests teachers promote the students’ curiosity and inquiring investigation.
  This can be accomplished by keeping in mind two inquiry approaches: information seeking and wondering.  Questions beginnings maybe:

“As I read this story, I wondered why the author added ….. information?”

“How do you think the story would change if the author would have written ……?.”

“Why did you think….”

“What would you have done in this situation?

“Do you think the character made the best decision?”

Of course one of the best questions is the prediction.


“What do you think will happen next and why?”

The goal of the classroom teacher is to have the students be able to discuss and reflect about their reading without the teacher being the moderator.  After modeling, share with the student discussion techniques and strategies so they can independently discuss without the teacher moderator.

Oral communication provides a base for written communication.  Students have been lead through the metacognition strategy of reflection, discussion and respecting other’s opinions.  From this background, notes can be sent between student and teacher or between students, like those in the book Love That Dog.

We can only imagine what Miss Stretchberry wrote to Jack, but she definitely helped Jack stretch his thinking and his ability to reflect on poetry.  As teachers what do you think Miss Stretchberry wrote to stimulate her student?  She was open to Jack’s suggestions.  She provided him with information by clarifying, explaining and confirming Jack’s inquires.  She also wrote “I wonder” type comments which made Jack reflect, explore and consider other possibilities.
Library Center
Author Study


Set up a table with many books by Sharon Creech.  Include a poster of pictures downloaded from her web site.  Use a map of Ohio and maybe one of England for the background.  Do a book walk picking up the different books and reading the fly or the back of the book to create interest.  Perhaps read a short selection from one of your favorites.  Ask the students if they have read any of Ms Creech’s books. 

According to Sharon Creech’s web site, she was born in South Euclid, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland, and grew up there with “a noisy and rowdy family.”  In college she became fascinated with storytelling.  After college, while she was teaching literature in England and Switzerland she began writing stories of her own.  While she was in England she wrote Walk Two Moons.  It was a big surprise to her when it won the Newbery Award.

Have the students read her biography from Sharon Creech @ http://www.sharoncreech.com/ .  One of the things she talks about is how her family and her vacations and even her cousin’s home work there way into her stories.  Have the students discuss people in their family who would make an interesting character in a story.  You might need to begin by telling about your Uncle Joe whose dog Lena has three legs and likes to play catch or maybe it’s your grandmother whose hair has a blue rinse one week and a purple one the next.  

Have the students complete the Author Study independently.

Answers for online author study.

1. Where was Sharon born?  South Euclid, Ohio
2. How many brothers and sisters does she have?  1 sister, 3 brothers
3. Where did she go on a family vacation that later inspired her write Walk Two Moons?  Idaho

4. What were some of the things she wanted to be when she grew up?  a painter, an ice skater, a singer, a teacher, and a reporter.

5. What does she enjoy the most? being with her family
6. Where does she like to go for summer vacations?  Lake Chautauqua 

7. If you could be with Sharon in any one of the pictures, which one would you choose and why?  Answers vary – the Newbery Banquet, On the Road, At the Lake, Pennington, England, Switzerland.

Self- Selected

We suggest having the following books available for students to choose from.   Have the students use the Reading Log to record what they have read.  The Reading Lady has three very nice checklists for conferencing with students about the books they read.  Check out Four Blocks Downloads @ http://www.readinglady.com/Downloads/Four_Blocks/four_blocks.html
Poetry

Concrete Poems:


Splish Splash by Joan Bransfield Graham, Reading Level – 3.9


Doodle Dandies – Poems That Take Shape by J. Patrick Lewis, AR 3.7


A Poke in the I – A collection of concrete poems by Paul Janeczko
By Robert Frost

Stopping By the Woods On a Snowy Evening Illustrated by Susan Jeffers, Reading Level 3.0

Poetry For Young People: Robert Frost by Gary Schmidt  

A Swinger of Birches: Poems of Robert Frost for Young People 

Birches– Reading Level 4.6

Christmas Trees– Reading Level 2.5
By Arnold Adoff
Black is Brown is Tan, AR 2.9

Touch the Poem, AR 4.0

Eats:  Poems

My Black Me:  A Beginning Book of Black Poetry, Reading Level 6.2

Love Letters, AR 3.3

Street Music:  City Poems 

Sports Pages

Make a Circle, Keep Us In:  Poems For a Good Day

Tornado!  Poems 

The Basket Counts 

Outside Inside Poems 

By Valerie Worth
All the Small Poems and Fourteen More, Reading Level 5.9

Peacock and Other Poems, Reading Level 3.6
By William Carlos William
The Collected Poems of William Carlos William:  1909-1939 

Selected Poems 

By William Blake

The Complete Poetry and Prose of William Blake


Songs of Innocence and Experience 

By Sharon Creech

Absolutely Normal Chaos – AR 4.7

Bloomability – AR 5.2

Chasing Redbird – AR 5.0

A Fine, Fine School – AR 3.3

Fishing in the Air – AR 3.4

Pleasing the Ghost – AR 3.0

Ruby Holler – AR 4.3

Walk Two Moons (Newbery Award 1995) – AR 4.9

The Wanderer – AR 5.2

By Walter Dean Myers


The Blues of Flats Brown – AR 3.8


Brown Angels – AR 4.2 (Love That Boy is in this book.)

Harlem:  A Poem – AR 3.6

Writing Center

Poetry and Word Choice 
Limericks are fun pattern poems to write.  When I began teaching, I wanted writing poetry to be a positive experience for my students so my experimentation began.  I had students work in small group.  If poetry is about word choice, sometimes it takes a couple of people to think of those special words that fit into a verse.  I also thought sometimes it is the first line, the getting-started-line, is the most difficult.  After introducing the limerick form, I went around to the small groups and gave the students the first line of the poem.

There once was a lady dressed in pink.

The old wrinkled man had a black pig.

At times I have given two groups of students the same fist line so they can see how different the poems can be even though people start with the same line.  
Model the thinking strategy for the students.  I have written out my thinking process which I would model for my students.

	My Thinking Process
	My Experimentation

	First line
	There once was a doggy named Pete

	What rhymes with Pete?
	feet

beat

heat (careful of that one)

meat or meet

neat

	What are two words that could go with my first line?

I need to select two verses for line 2 and 5.
	This small puppy we saw had large feet

He seemed to be marching to his own beat

His ears stood up and his tail curl was neat

So went to the butcher to select his own meat

	I chose
	There once was a doggy named Pete.

This small puppy we saw had large feet.

So went to the butcher to select his own meat.

	Line 3 and 4 need to be shorter and they rhyme.  What makes sense?  I remember in Hank the Cowdog story he had coop food.
	He snubbed coop food

Dud

mod

me-ed

mo-ed

cooed

nude

rude

sued

	Which two words do I like?
	He snubbed coop food,

And was down right rude,

	This is my selection.  As you can tell the poem could have taken many different avenues.
	There once was a doggy named Pete.

This small puppy we saw had large feet.

He snubbed coop food,

And was down right rude,

So went to the butcher to select his own meat.

	Even after I finished the poem the first time I continually playing and editing the poem.  Show your students how you played with different words until you are satisfied with the poem.
	


If you are looking for first lines, refer to Edward Lear’s poems.  Give your students those first lines and then share with them how Lear wrote the poem.  I found students liked their poems better because they enjoyed coming up with just the right words.  A couple of web sites about Edward Lear are:
· Edward Lear’s Homepage http://edwardlear.tripod.com/ 

· Edward Lear’s Teacher Resource File http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/lear.htm 

I also had students brainstorm just possible first lines.  I remind students to make sure the last word rhymes with other words.  As students became comfortable with coming up with the first line, the rest of the poem becomes easier.
Creative Drama, Telephone Conversations
When we read Love That Dog, we can only imagine what Mrs. Stretchberry writes to Jack because we only ‘read’ his response.  We get the same feeling of a one sided conversation when we hear one side of a telephone conversation.  Both actors Bob Newhart and Lily Tomlin created comedy routines that use the one-sided telephone technique, as does Hyacinth on the British comedy Keeping Up Appearances on Public Television.  The following web sites give examples of their comedy routines.

· Bob Newhart http://www.tvland.com/shows/bobnewhart/sounds.jhtml
· Lily Tomlin’s Ernestine http://www.lilytomlin.com/charns/ernestine/1snort.htm
· Keeping Up Appearances http://www.tvheaven.ca/kup.htm 
Give your students a toy telephone and a situation card to act out.  Have the other students guess who the student is talking to and what the response is.  When they have completed this activity, have the students create their own phone conversation starters.  
Call home from school to ask if you can go over to a friend’s house.

Call home from a friend’s house and ask if you can stay later.

Call a friend to ask if he or she can come over to play.

Call a friend and ask if he or she can go to a movie.

Call a Pizza restaurant and order a pizza.

Call the movie theater and ask what time the movie starts.

Call your favorite author and ask him or her to visit your school.

Vocabulary Center
Spelling Patterns
Research shows spelling words need to be words students can read and understand.  Words also need to come from their current curriculum.
  Teachers need to make a conscience effort to look for words students will be spelling for the rest of their life.  What are the life-long spelling words in science, social studies, math and in the story they are presently reading?  Teachers can also find the life-long spelling words in student’s writings.  What words are they writing in their compositions, but they have not mastered the standard spelling?  Those are the words that should be included in the spelling lists.

Spelling lists for students should consist of six to ten words each week.  Traditionally spelling lists have been twenty words, but research has found twenty too many words for students.  
Words within the spelling list should have some type of relationship.  If the word is poetry, can they spell poet and poem?  All three of these words relate to poetry.  Relating one word to another word helps students see word patterns.

Possible spelling words from Love That Dog:

	Derivatives
	Similar beginning blends
	Building of spelling
	Origin of words

	poetry

poem

poet

poetic
	splash

splatter

splattered

splattering

splint

splinter

split
	ton

tone

tongs

tongue
	bunch

lunch

breakfast

brunch (combination word for breakfast and lunch)

	Similar meanings
	Words relating to choose
	Doubling of consonants
	Word components for symmetry

	inspired

encouraged

motivated


	choose

chooses

loose 

chose

chosen

choice

voice
	straggly

shaggy

bubbling

buzzing

tottery


	met

metric

meter

meteor

symbol

symmetry

sympathy

symphony


	Derivatives
	Building of Words
	Similar Beginning
	Similar Beginning

	public

publish

publisher
	act

exact

exactly

exam

examine

examination
	prom

promise

promises

promote

prompt
	laugh

laughter

launch

laundry

laurel


Technology Center
Spell Checker
On May 8, Jack says he didn’t know about the “spell-checking thing.”  I agree with him; it is like a miracle little brain and I really need it, too.  This is a good time to introduce your students to the spell checker.  


You need to check how your spelling checker is set up as some misspelled words are automatically corrected as you type.  Demonstrate the use of the spell checker and some of its limitations.  Look at:  

· Compound words – most spell checkers will not correct the spelling of the words if they are divided, such as under stand, but will tell you if a word is typed as a compound word and it really isn’t, such as Stretchberry.  The spell checker usually recommends a hyphen when necessary; such as great-grandmother. 

understand  


 

wheelbarrow 

Stretchberry

· Proper names – usually spell checkers are set up to automatically capitalize the first letter of a proper name if they recognize it, such as ‘Arnold’ and ‘Robert’  but will not capitalize a name it doesn’t recognize, such as  ‘adoff’ or a name that is also a common word, such as ‘frost.’ 

Myers

stretchberry 

Jack  

sky 

Prepare a word document that has misspelled words including misused capitalization.  I would make a spelling document for the students to use and not have them type words incorrectly as I never want children to intentionally spell words incorrectly.  I used WordPad because it doesn’t automatically correct the spelling or underline the misspelled words.   You could also see if there is a way to turn off the spell checker.  For instance, in MS Word, you pull down the Tools menu, choose Options, choose Spelling & Grammar and unclick the option to automatically correct the spelling.   Have the students open the document in what ever word processor you use, correct the spelling and save it using their name or print it out and do not save it so they won’t automatically save over the original.  Some of the spelling errors to look for are:

· Hard words – one of the nicest uses for a spell checker is it allows students to use the exact word they want, even if they don’t know how to spell it, rather than settling for a word that ‘will do’ because they do know how to spell it.  Some examples from Love That Dog include:

embarrassed

anonymous 

· Auto-correcting – check your word processor to see what common mistakes it is set to correct.  Some of the common ones include:  the, that, when, (if you have the right letters but in the wrong order) but you can’t count on it as they don’t correct nad – and or inversions such as ‘from’ for ‘form.’  

· Spelled right, wrong word – of course, the spell checker will not correct a word that is spelled correctly, but is the wrong word.  For instance, I constantly spell ‘land’ for ‘and.’ 

· Old or spelling that is no longer in common usage; such as ‘tyger’ -  tiger 
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Errors:  

Jack did not under stand the poem about the red wheel barrow.   He wrote a poem about a blue car.  he said the blue car was splatered with mud and was speedding down hte road.  Mrs. Stretchberry asked him why so much depended upon a blue car.  


Jack liked the sound of the poem, 'Tyger' by William blake.  He wrote a blue car poem with tiger sounds.  He said the car was shinning bright land was speedding by.  He said he would be embarased to have his name on the poems he wrote so he was happy when Mrs. Stretch-berry wrote that they were by 'annonymouse.'


He also liked the peoms by Arnold adoff and Robert frost.  Even if he does think Mr. robert frost has a little too much time on his hands.  But Jack realy liked the poem by Mr. Walter Dean myers.  When Mr. myers read his poems to Jack's class, Jack said his voice was wraping them all up in a big squeeze and his laugh came up bubbleing and roling and tumblling out into the air.

Corrected Paragraph:

Jack did not understand the poem about the red wheelbarrow.   He wrote a poem about a blue car.  He said the blue car was splattered with mud and was speeding down the road.  Mrs. Stretchberry asked him why so much depended upon a blue car.  


Jack liked the sound of the poem, 'Tyger' by William Blake.  He wrote a blue car poem with tiger sounds.  He said the car was shinning bright and was speeding by.  He said he would be embarrassed to have his name on the poems he wrote so he was happy when Mrs. Stretchberry wrote that they were by 'anonymous.'


He also liked the poems by Arnold Adoff and Robert Frost.  Even if he does think Mr. Robert Frost has a little too much time on his hands.  But Jack really liked the poem by Mr. Walter Dean Myers.  When Mr. Myers read his poems to Jack's class, Jack said his voice was wrapping them all up in a big squeeze and his laugh came up bubbling and rolling and tumbling out into the air.

Note:  If your word processor underlines the misspelled word you might want the students to correct it on the spot as students have a hard time ignoring the red underlined word.  If it doesn’t, you might want them to type the complete document and then run the spell checker so not to disrupt their train of thought.  
Concrete Poetry

The writing of a concrete poem can be done on the computer with a spreadsheet.  It is an interesting way of writing poetry and helps the students with their computer skills.
	Day 1
	

	
[image: image2]
	· Find a simple design that will be the subject of your poem.  

· Paste the shape on a spreadsheet.  I shrunk the cow so it would fit nicely on one sheet of paper.  With the cow, I looked at the width not the height.  

	Day 2
	· 

	[image: image3.png]E3 Microsoft Excel - cow

He ER Yew et Fomat Ivs Dita whdow tep Type a uesionor hep
DEESRGRY 4 BE-F v-c- @ =41l 8-
516 > #

A B [ D E G H K M N O P Q X

1674 > »\sheet1 { Sheet2 { Shesta
Ready

start = AGRICLLT




	· I wanted to have the cells so they were a little smaller.  This is done by highlighting all the cells A through S on the spreadsheet.  Under Format changed the cell so the row height is 12 and the column width is 4.  

· Words are going to be put in the cells around the cow.
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	· I could not type directly on the clip art so I went from the side of the clip art, used the arrow keys to move from cell to the cell.

· I did not type cow over and over, but typed just once.  The word cow was copied.  Cow was pasted into the next cell by holding down the Ctrl (control) key and taping the V key.  Move to the next cell by using the arrow key and repeat the Ctrl and V key word pasting.

	Day 3
	· 
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	· When you remove the clip art you have an outline of the cow or whatever the object.

· I did change some of the words as I was working around the cow shape.  There are multiple leg and tail words.
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	· Now I put in the poems, little saying and “decorations.”  

· The lines around the ear were done with the Borders button.

· The spots on the cow were from the Fill Color button.  These spots helped highlight the saying and poems.



	Day 4
	· 
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	· Pasting the word cow many times could be boring, but students can learn how to add the same information into several cells.

· Type the word in two cells.

· Highlight those two words.
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	· In the lower right-hand corner of the second cell, you will see a dot.  The curser turns into a + sign when it gets close to the dot.  Hold the curser down and drag the word cow over the cells.  You can drag words across from left to right or down.  Have the student experiment.

	Day 5
	· 
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	· This activity helps students learn the flexibility of using a spreadsheet and creativity.

· You can copy the word-shaped object and paste it in a word document.  It looks like the cells are showing, but when you print it they will not be there. 
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Parent / Home Connections 

Keyboarding
Parents and teachers alike are questioning when the best time to teach keyboarding is.  Go to Education World for some interesting and informative articles about teaching keyboarding.  

· Education World http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/archives/keyboard.shtml 
Please modify the following parent letter to meet your needs.

Dear Parents,


We are reading a book titled Love That Dog by Sharon Creech.  In the book, the main character, Jack, is excited about using a computer to ‘type up’ the poems he is writing.  He thinks a typing program will help him type better and faster so his “fingers can go as fast as his brain.”  

In our school district, keyboarding is taught in grade _________, however, children are encouraged to use both hands, the left hand for keys on the left side of the keyboard, and the right hand for keys on the right side of the keyboard as soon as they begin using the computers.  Also, we have the students use their thumbs on the space bar.  If your son or daughter is interested in learning to type, there are some excellent typing programs on the Internet.  A couple of our favorites are:

· Nimble Fingers http://www.nimblefingers.com/ 

· Easy Type http://www.easytype.com/ 

It is important to remember drill and practice helps improve technique but the best way to practice keyboarding is through meaningful computer use.  So, encourage your youngster to e-mail grandma and grandpa, key in your grocery lists, practice spelling assignments and use the keyboard in other practical ways.  If you are interested in learning more about children and keyboarding, read the online article “Teaching Keyboarding – when, why, how?” http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/tech072.shtml 

Remember to keep it fun.

Sincerely,

Your Child’s Teacher

Additional Internet Sites
For Teachers
· Your class might want to adopt a virtual puppy to care for while reading Love That Dog.  You can adopt one from Virtual Puppy http://www.virtualpuppy.com/.  Because the site asks for personal information, this is an excellent time to talk to students about Internet safety.   Another virtual pet site is Neopets @ http://www.neopets.com/petcentral.phtml.  At this site, students have the opportunity to create their own pet; this is not your ordinary puppy!  They can enter contests, including storytelling, to earn points.
· In the next three sites, well known children’s poetry authors help students write their own poems plus feature many of their own poems.

· Kristine O’Connell George http://www.kristinegeorge.com/ 

· Bruce Lansky Giggle Poetry http://www.gigglepoetry.com/ 
· Writing with Writers http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm 

· We all need a little help when it comes to writing poetry.  These next two sites should be on any teacher’s favorites list.

· Poetry Express http://www.poetryexpress.org/ 

· Rhyming Dictionary http://rhyme.lycos.com/ 

· Purina offers an excellent game CD for only $1.00.  Set this up on one of your classroom computers for free time or use for one of your Technology Center activities. Incredible Dog Games CD http://www.dogchow.com/incred/game.asp 
For Students

· Who isn’t’ intrigued by those little magnetic words for your refrigerator?  The following sites encourage students to manipulate words right on their computer screen.

· Magnetic Poetry http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/scramble2.htm 

· Magnetic Poetry Board http://serv1.ncte.org/-mp/word_mover/words.01.html
· Magnetic Bat Poems http://members.aol.com/bats4kids/magnet/magpoem1.htm 
· You will always have those kids who just can’t get enough….who always want to learn more.  The next two sites are great resources for kids who want to learn more about dogs.
· Teach you dog incredible tricks http://www.dogchow.com/incred/tricks.asp 

· Fun Facts About Dogs http://www.factmonster.com/pets.html
· The last four sites are game sites about dogs.  Through games students become comfortable navigating through the web, manipulating the mouse, improving their eye-hand coordination and thinking skills.  They are also just plain fun!

· Play Give the Dog a Bone http://www.primarygames.co.uk/
· Magic Eye: Find the Dog http://www.crazybone.com/maddog.html 

· Play Dog Bones http://thinks.com/shockwave/dog-bones.htm 

· Border Collie Games http://www.mastamariner.com/games-spider-page.html 
Love That Dog
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