Mr. and Mrs
Jonathan Cornish
in

Henry Ford did not invent the
automobile, but more than any other
single individual, he was
responsible for transforming the
automobile from an invention of
unknown utility into an innovation
that profoundly shaped the 20th
century and continues to affect the
21st.

Come along
as we share
our story

And like
every good
story, we’ll
start at the
beginning

Ford liked to do things his way. When
consumers wanted the Model T in
different colors, henry ford said
they could have it in any color they
wanted, as long as it was black.
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Mr. and Mrs Jonathan Cornish

The more
workers we get,
the more we can
build…and make the
model T available
to every
class

Our life was
forever changed by
Henry Ford

Detroit, MI. 1914

The work was
hard, but Mr.
Ford rewarded
hard workers

Because of the Model T, America was available to all

THE MODEL T IS KNOWN AS HENRY FORD’S GREATEST VEHICLE. IT BROUGHT MOBILITY
AND PROSPERITY TO EVERYONE BECAUSE HE FOUND EFFICIENCIES IN HIS ASSEMBLY
LINE PROCESS. Henry Ford’s production techniques and other efficiency
improvements helped the factory turn out one car every 3 minutes and lowered
the price so all Americans could afford to buy one.

Home sweet home…

7 people
in a studio
apartment but you
do what you need
to

what is
personal
space?
for the lower class in 1914

Life was hard in America’s
Early history.

our simple
wedding was
perfect!

Average life expectancy
was 52 for men, 56.8 for
women
Most homes had no
indoor plumbing
60% of children were in
school and only about
13% earned a high school
degree
the other 87% had jobs,
some working for the
ford motor company

Now that
we are married,
where should we
live?

We can live in
Detroit, MI.
I can
find work
there in a steel
mill, or
foundary.

Jonathan shows
up for the
interview the very
next day.

The job
can’t be that
bad, right?

average daily wage 1914

Today this
would
account for
$110 a day!!

Steel
worker

How can
this be?

Coal
Mining

Other
Auto

Henry Ford
is paying $5 a
day!

Ford
Motor

What’s
the

catch?

He must be
crazy to pay
workers that
much!

8:00 am……..

11:00 am……
Put the
bolt on the
tire

Put the bolt
on the tire

What is it called when you make
something more efficient and
effective by employing faster or
simpler working methods?

The answer is
Streamline!

Despite only having about 15,000 on
payroll at any given time, The Ford
Motor Company hired 52,000 a year!!
Those hired however did not just get
paid $5 a day. Factory work was
boring, monotonous, dangerous,
and long.
Instead you had to work at the
company for at least 6 months, and
you had to buy in to a new set of
rules…Henry ford’s way of life
2:00 pm…….

5:00 pm…….
Put the
bolt on the
tire

Bolt…
Tire…

Stop for a moment
and decide if it
would be easy or
hard to do the
same thing
everyday for work

THE JOB IS VERY
TOUGH, WE DO THE SAME
THING EVERY DAY.

I HATE TO SEE YOU
IN SO MUCH PAIN AND
UNHAPPY…IS THERE ANYWHERE
ELSE YOU CAN WORK?

MR. FORD
LIKES HARD WORKERS,
MAYBE I CAN MOVE UP IN
THE FORD MOTOR
COMPANY

Immigrant workers attending the Henry
Ford English School 1915

BUT MR
FORD
DEMANDS his
workers give
up so much!

Established in 1914, the Ford
English School taught the
company’s immigrant workers more
than just how to speak english…
It taught them about american
culture and history and instilled
the importance of such virtues as
thriftiness, cleanliness, good
manners, and timeliness.
This was also henry Ford’s way of
“preserving” what he felt was the
way America should be. Just like his
assembly line, his workers needed
to be complete replicas of the
American life.

a graduating class during the melting pot ceremony

Congratulations
Jonathan!

But I
am proud to
be Irish…

Thank
you. How do
you like the
suit?

Is it
weird that the
men had to jump
into a melting
pot…

Very
handsome!
and come out
american?

During the ceremony
speakers heard

patriotic speeches
and songs. The
highlight of the event
would be the
transformation of
immigrants into
americans.

Students dressed in
costumes reminiscent

native
homes, stepped into
of their

a massive stage prop
cauldron with a
banner across Reading
American Melting POT

Irish Immigrant

seconds later, after a
quick change out of
sight from the
audience, students
emerged wearing

American suits and
hats, waving the
american flags.

having undergone a
spiritual smelting
process where

impurities of
foreignness

where burnt off as
slag to be tossed
away leaving

100% American

100% American

Ford’s social
departmental check list

Spending habits

They came and
inspected the
apartments
today.

We have
kept our home
clean and
proper.

alcohol consumption
marital relationship
number of children
are children in school
does family speak
english
Home is clean
Men Under 22 Should
find spouse asap

too many tenants

The Deantos’
had family living with
them and Thomas got
fired.
IT was his 3rd
violation

prim and proper

filthy living conditions

Investigators would show up
unannounced just to make sure
worker’s homes were being kept
clean. They were Henry Ford’s
Morality enforcers, making sure
that everyone who took home one
of his paychecks, lived up to his
standards. those standards
included patriotism and
assimilation to the American
language and culture.

Hold the phone….
Would you have worked under
such conditions? What
advantages do we have now
that prevent such employee
mistreatment….or were all
jobs like that in the early
1900’s?

jonathan cornish

Mr. Lee, I would
like to buy a car.

Supervisor Lee

Got any money?
I have $700
Do you have a
family?
Yes, a wife and
three kids
Is your
furniture paid for?
Yes
Do you have
insurance?
Yes
Your employer will
pay you for work, but
can they also say how
you can spend your
money? Imagine how
you would feel if you
had little control
over that.

All right, you can
buy a car!
A lot of workers, however, took the overbearing reach
of the sociological department in stride. not only did
it offer a better factory wage than most newcomers
to the united states could hope for anywhere, it also
offered a host of new services to help the newly
employed settle down like low cost loans for such
american dream items like homes and furniture.

Life is
getting better day
by day. We have to
comply with the Social
Department’s standards,
but we were able to
buy a brand new
table…

Its lovely!
Next our
own
Model T,

Someday
our own
house!

By 1921, the Model t accounted
for almost 57% of the
world’s automobile
production!

Jonathan Cornish Household, 1929

Ford created the “american way
of driving” because early cars
had no standard steering
wheel placement. It could be
center, left, or right.
For as extreme as henry ford
was, he has been known to have
helped establish the middleclass.

What would you have done?
Give up your culture?
Gone along with the Social
Department’s
investigations?
Worked hard toward the
American Dream?

We owe a lot
to the Ford Motor
Company.
That we do.
But we also had
to comply with the
rules…

Henry Ford’s
Rules!
But we have a
home and a sturdy
table to eat off
of.

Employees at Ford Motor Company 1914

Indicator 2: Evaluate the influence/impact of various cultures, philosophies,
and religions on the development of the U.S.

9-12.US.2.2. Students are able to describe the causes and effects of
cultural, economic, religious, political, and social reform
movements on the development of the U.S.

https://doe.sd.gov/contentstandards/documents/Full_Social
%20Studies.pdf

River Rouge factory Dearborn, MI
Core standard 12.US.2.2
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